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1. BEGIN SUMMARY; CYRIL PLANT, A MEMBER OF THE TUC 
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GENERAL COUNCIL AND A WORKER MEMBER OE THE ILO GOVERN- 
ING BODY, TOLD US THAT THE BRITISH TUC WAS "VERY, VERY 
SATISFIED" WITH THE RESULTS OE THE EUROPEAN TRADE 
UNION CONEERENCE, JANUARY I9TH, IN GENEVA. END SUMMARY 

2. PLANT TOLD THE EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHE THAT THE 
ATMOSPHERE OF THE JANUARY 19TH MEETING WAS VERY 
AMIABLE BECAUSE EVERYTHING HAD BEEN WORKED OUT IN 
ADVANCE DURING PRIVATE MEETINGS (REE A). HE NOTED 
THAT THE "RUSSIANS (ESPECIALLY SHELEPIN, LEADER OE 
THE SOVIET AUCCTU) WENT OUT OE THEIR WAY TO BE NICE 
EELLOWS." EOR EXAMPLE, ALTHOUGH THE SOVIET REPRESEN- 
TATIVES MADE IT CLEAR IN THE PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS THAT 
THEY WANTED THE CONEERENCE TO ESTABLISH SOME FORM OF 
PERMANENT MACHINERY TO COORDINATE EUTURE MEETINGS, 
THEY DID NOT PRESS THEIR VIEWS IN THE PLENARY SESSION. 
PLANT BELIEVES THAT THE SOVIETS, LIKE THE BRITISH, 

WHO SHARED THE SOVIET VIEW, REALIZED THAT IT WAS AN 
ISSUE WHICH COULD HAVE SPLIT THE MEETING INTO TWO. 

PLANT ADDED THAT NOT ONLY DID THE GERMAN DGB STRONGLY 
OPPOSE THIS NOTION, BUT SO DID AUSTRIANS, DUTCH, 

BELGIANS AND ITALIANS. NON-SOVIET BLOC TRADE UNIONS 
WHO EAVORED THE IDEA INCLUDED THE NORWEGIANS AND THE 
EINNS. 

3. IN PLANT'S OPINION, THE SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES' 

CAUTIOUS BUT COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE WAS BECAUSE THEY 
DID NOT WISH TO JEOPARDIZE AGREEMENT BY THE PARTICI- 
PANTS TO A SECOND CONEERENCE (REE A). IN THE EVENT, 

THE GENEVA MEETING RECOMMENDED A SECOND CONFERENCE OE 
EUROPEAN TRADE UNIONS "ON THE HUMANIZATION OE THE 
INDUSTRIAL ENVIRONMENT" TO BE HELD "IE POSSIBLE" ABOUT 
THE END OE 1974 (AND TO BE PREPARED BY THE FOUR 
EUROPEAN WORKER MEMBERS OE THE ILO GOVERNING BODY.) 

THE TUC LEADER IS CONVINCED THAT THE SOVIETS AND THEIR 
ALLIES WILL USE THIS OSTENSIBLY TECHNICAL CONEERENCE 
EOR "POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION" PURPOSES AND AS ANOTHER 
STEP IN THEIR LONG TERM GOAL OE MERGING THE ICETU AND 
THE WFTU. HE ALSO BELIEVES THAT AS A STEP IN THE 
SOVIET DRIVE TO "POLITICIZE" EUTURE MEETINGS, THE LATTER 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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WILL PRESS TO HAVE INCLUDED THE THEME OE MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS IN EUTURE CONFERENCES. 

4. ACCORDING TO PLANT, IT WAS NOT DECIDED AT GENEVA 

AS TO WHETHER THE NEXT CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD WITHIN 
THE "FRAMEWORK OE THE ILO." THREE POSSIBLE SITES EOR 
IT HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED: GENEVA, VIENNA, AND HELSINKI. 

THE BRITISH TUC PREEERS A SECOND CONFERENCE OUTSIDE 
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OF THE ILO CONTEXT AS DOES THE SOVIET BLOC, SO THEREFORE 
WOULD FAVOR VIENNA OR HELSINKI. PLANT PERSONALLY 
DISAGREES WITH BRITISH CONCEPT, PREFERRING GENEVA AS 
A SITE. (PLANT CHIDED THE US (REF B) FOR RAISING 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE USE OF ILO FACILITIES FOR THE 
JANUARY I9TH MEETING BECAUSE, HE SAID, THIS STRENGTHENS 
THE HAND OF THOSE WHO WISH TO SEPARATE THESE CONFEREN- 
CES FROM THEIR ILO BASE.) 

5. AS FOR THE GERMAN INITIATIVE TO DEAL WITH THE ARAB 
EMBARGO (REF C), PLANT CLAIMS THAT THE GERMANS DID NOT 
PRESS THE ISSUE IN PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SESSIONS. (THERE 
WAS SOME GENERAL, SOMEWHAT RANDOM DISCUSSION ABOUT THE 
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OIL SITUATION, HOWEVER, AND HE NOTED THAT EVEN SHELEPIN, 
SPEAKING TO SOME BRITISH TRADE UNIONISTS, COMPLAINED 
ABOUT THE HIGH PRICE THE USSR HAS TO PAY FOR ARAB OIL.) 

6. COMMENT: A BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH ALLEN HARGREAVES' 
HEAD OF THE TUC INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT, CONFIRMS 
PLANT'S DESCRIPTION OF TUC SATISFACTION WITH THE 
CONFERENCE. THIS SATISFACTION IS UNDOUBTEDLY QUITE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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GENUINE, FOR VIEWED IN THE PERSPECTIVE OF TUC'S INTER- 
NATIONAL GOALS, AS REFLECTED IN ITS CALL FOR WORLD 
TRADE UNION UNITY, ISSUED AT THE BLACKPOOL CONGRESS 
IN SEPTEMBER (REF D), THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WAS A 
MAJOR STEP IN THAT DIRECTION. INCREASINGLY, COMMON 
ANGLO-SOVIET TRADE UNION GOALS, AT LEAST IN THE SHORT 
TERM, ARE EMERGING. THIS IS DUE, INTER ALIA, TO THE 
DOMINANCE OF JACK JONES, THE LEFT-WING CHAIRMAN OF 
THE TUC INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE, BUT IT IS ALSO DUE, 

IN PART, TO THE FACT THAT - AS IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS - 
TUC MODERATES HAVE NOT "STOOD UP TO BE COUNTED" ON 
INTERNATIONAL ISSUES. IN ADDITION, THEY ARE PREOCCU- 
PIED WITH THEIR OWN UNION PROBLEMS. MOREOVER, THE 
TUC GENERAL SECRETARY, WHATEVER IDEAS OF HIS OWN HE 
MAY DEVELOP LATER, APPEARS TO CONSIDER HIS CURRENT 
ROLE AS CARRYING OUT ALREADY-MANDATED TUC POLICIES. 

ANNENBERG 
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